1. How early in pregnancy can the pulsations of the foetal heart be heard? On 14th August 1842, I examined a woman in whom STETHOSCOPIC EXAMINATION OF THE PREGNANT UTERUS.
[Feb.
the uterus was felt enlarged upon examination per vaginam, but formed no tumour above the pubis. She had weaned her last child on the 25th of March; exactly a month after this, that is, on the 25th of April, she menstruated, and the flow continued for a week. The pregnancy had then lasted for three months and a half at most. The foetal heart was heard distinctly by a friend as well as by myself. We guessed its frequency at 160 or 170.
At early periods in pregnancy, the detection of the pulsation of the foetal heart is an uncertain affair, though, when it is heard, it at once renders all other proof of the presence of a foetus unnecessary. [FeB.
whether it be a first or a second position, by simply asking the mother on which side she feels the child's motions most lively; in 46 out of 73 cases, she fixed upon that side towards which the front of the foetus was turned. uniformly found the sounds clear and pure ; but indeed this evidence is scarcely needed, for the souffle is heard locally only, and its maximum does not correspond with that of the cardiac double beat.
It is a bad sign of the vigour of the child still unborn, if the pulse fall to much below the number given above; in a child dying in the birth, they usually fall in number as well as loudness, till their final extinction; and I have in one instance seen them fall remarkably in a foetus half-poisoned by ergot given to the mother; they were at 144 before the dose was taken, and gradually fell to 50 or 60 only in the minute. The child, a small-sized girl, appeared much exhausted, but was revived by the warm bath, and her pulse soon rose to the natural standard. Now, in this case, the ergot had produced continuous and most energetic uterine action, and it might be said that this, and not the poison, was the cause of the slowness of the child's pulse; but that the latter was the real agent, seems proved by its producing a similar effect on the mother; her pulse rose much indeed during the violent labour pangs, but whenever she was delivered, it began to fall, and, having been 104 before she took the ergot, fell to 90, then 80 irregular, then to 68, also irregular, even when she was asleep two hours after.
7. It has been said, that when the child dies, the placental murmur ceases to be audible. This is not true : I have heard that sound very loud, and yet the child has been born putrid a few hours after.
In one case, however, there was no murmur detected, and the placenta proved to be gorged with bloody coagula, the foetus being 
